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 | sapphire | ukBefore the New Year, we are seeing the first signs of the recovery effort following the devastating tornado in Joplin, Missouri. Workers are now at the Job 1 Command Center -- the command center established to coordinate the recovery effort -- to begin the initial planning and assessment of the scope of the recovery effort. While the scope of the recovery effort is still being planned,
we are beginning to understand the cost of the initial effort. The Congressional Budget Office has revised its estimate of the cost of the tornado damage in the region to $2 billion (including $1 billion from the Federal Government), and it says that the recovery effort could cost up to $7.4 billion, including $2.4 billion from the Federal Government. Those are incredible costs for the second natural

disaster of the year to strike in the United States. The initial response and recovery effort will be covered by the Federal Government, but the cost will ultimately be borne by the American people. As the National Association of Manufacturers begins its national convention this week in Boston, the manufacturers in our nation's heartland are standing with those affected by the disaster in Missouri. As
we help with the recovery effort, we must also turn our attention to the threat of further storms and tornadoes. We are already seeing reports of tornadoes in places like Tuscaloosa and Alabama, and we expect that the tornadoes will continue to occur until we are back into more settled weather patterns. As we see storms like the one in Joplin, the clear message is that protecting critical infrastructure is

a national priority. For the manufacturers in our nation's heartland, our priority is to protect our employees and our workplaces. JPMorgan Chase & Co., which is headquartered in New York City, has a long history in Joplin and the region, and we hope that they will continue to serve as an anchor of the region and help to ensure that the tornado rebuild is done right. Regardless of the cost of the
recovery effort, the recovery will be a costly one for the residents of Joplin, and the citizens of our nation. We urge all Americans to remember the people of Joplin and continue to send support, prayers and prayers for a successful recovery.The Project on Excellence in Journalism and The New York Times are releasing a national study this week, examining how well newspapers are serving local

consumers. In conjunction with the Center for State Journalism, the study is an effort to "identify 82157476af
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